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Abstract 

The way of life of an artisan community is indigenous to the craft. The process 

of craft makingis intertwined with the values, ethos, beliefs, practices and 

lifestyle of an artisan community. There is a need to understand how the 

surrounding environment, practices, rituals, beliefs of an artisan community are 

integral to the craft and craft making. The tangalya weaving is handwoven mix 

of cotton, silk and wool. The community of Bharvad and Dangasia at 

Surendranagar, Gujarat, practices the tangalya weaving. The ethnographic study 

attempts to understand the artisanal practices, influence of nature and ecology and 

way of life in the designof Tangalya weave. The study documents the delicate 

relation between the artisan’s culture with the designs and motifs. The study 

illuminates indigenous artisanal practices in relationshipto their environmental 

context. 
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